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Entre Bosques y Lagos
Sabado, Septiembre 5  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Wild Trail Challenge
Saturdays, September 5 - October 3

Nature at Work
Monday, September 7  9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Jack London Park Partners Annual Gala-
Jack’s 150 : A Bold Wishth

Saturday, September 19  5:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Rocktober - The Sonoma Creek Watershed
Saturday, October 17  11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
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From the Executive Director

JACK LONDON PARK 

Fall 2026

Jack London Park Partners is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Park operations are solely sustained 
by Park income, membership and philanthropy support. We receive no tax-based funding.

    omeone asked me recently if working at the Park everyday makes it
feel less magical or even commonplace. The answer is, of course, no.
One reason for that is that, on most days, I get to experience the Park
through the eyes of a first-time visitor. One day it will be from the
perspective of a retired couple on holiday from Bern, Switzerland. On
another, it’s from a multigenerational family traveling from Beijing.
Often, it’s a Bay Area native who never knew this Park existed. And on
any given day it’s like working at the UN walking around the museum.
In the bookshop you might hear Russian spoken and then a quick trip
upstairs you hear French. Then, headed to a meeting at the cottage
you wonder if that accent you heard coming from the picnic tables was
Australian or New Zealand. In any case, it’s safe to say that it’s pretty
international around here.

Today, as I start to see subtle signs of summer giving way to fall, it
occurs to me that there is no better time to experience the beauty of
the Park over the next couple of months. Will the early harvest mean
the vines start their journey toward a fiery red display? Will we get an
early sprinkle to dampen earth?

Fall really does bring its own magic to the Park. The golden light
filtering through the oak woodlands, the changing colors of Sonoma
Mountain, crisp mornings and expansive views across Sonoma Valley
make this one of my favorite seasons here. Plus, there’s a robust
schedule of new programs and offerings at the Park starting in
September.
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Continued on page 2
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (Continued)

Matt Leffert, JLPP Executive Director

Our fall calendar offers exciting new ways to explore. The WILD Trail Challenge takes hikers across every trail in
the Park, while programs such as Nature at Work invite families to discover the Park’s extraordinary ecosystems.
We will also continue to celebrate Jack London’s 150th birthday throughout the rest of the year with talks, walks
and special events – and there’s nothing more special than our gala on September 19th.

We are grateful to everyone who has visited this summer—and we hope you will return this fall to experience
the Park in a whole new light.
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JLPP GALA- JACK’S 150 : A BOLD WISH IS SEPTEMBER 19TH

The Jack London Park Partners Gala will be an unforgettable evening under the stars at Jack London State Historic
Park!

When: Saturday, September 19, 2026, from 5:00-9:00 PM
Where: Jack London State Historic Park - Eucalyptus Grove and Winery Ruins
What to expect: Delicious appetizers and dinner catered by Park Avenue, amazing wine from Lasseter Family
Winery, beautiful views, live music, and a great time!
What to wear: Festive outdoor attire is encouraged. Comfortable shoes and layers are recommended.

This year’s event, Jack's 150th: A Bold Wish, will celebrate Jack London’s 150th birthday while raising critical
support for your Park, ensuring its historic treasures, natural beauty, and educational programs thrive for years to
come. Jack London Park Partners receives no tax-based funding and is solely sustained by park income and
phianthropic support. 
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Few 
Tickets
 Left!

https://jacklondonpark.com/events/jack-london-gala-2026/
https://jacklondonpark.com/events/jack-london-gala-2026/


RUTAS Y AVENTURAS

ADVENTURES IN WRITING FOR 4  & 5  GRADERSTH TH
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Adventure Awaits—Book Your Free Fall Field Trip!

Bring literature to life at Jack London State Historic Park!
Our engaging free field trip for 4th and 5th graders
combines storytelling, nature, history, and hands-on
learning as students follow in Jack London's footsteps on a
guided hike to the Wolf House and explore the House of
Happy Walls Museum. Designed to support Common Core
ELA standards, this memorable 2.5-hour program sparks
curiosity, creativity, and a love of the outdoors.

Even better: Program fees are fully covered by generous
donors, and 10 bus scholarships are available for Title I
schools for the 2026–27 school year. Fall dates are now
booking—reserve your class today before spots fill!

For information, contact Kristina Ellis, Director of Interpretation and Education Programs at
kellis@jacklondonpark.com or visit our website.

Summer is here and Autumn is Coming 

We’re two-thirds of the way through the year, and what a season it has been. Summer is beginning to wind down,
fall is just around the corner, and there is plenty happening with Rutas y Aventuras as we move into the changing
season.

August gave us a welcome chance to escape the heat beneath the cool shade of the redwoods. Together, we
followed these towering giants through the forest to the Ancient Redwood, taking in the beauty and history of one
of the park’s most remarkable landscapes.

On September 5, we’ll head to the south side of the park for an early-morning hike that begins among the historic
buildings of the Sonoma Developmental Center and winds its way around Fern Lake. Along the way, we’ll explore
the rich history of this area while observing how the ecosystem responds to the last warm days of summer and
prepares for the transition into fall.

We also have another exciting outing planned for September. On September 12, Positive Images and Feminist Bird
Club will join Jack London State Historic Park for a Bilingual Birding Outing. Together, we’ll spend the morning
discovering the birds that call the park home, listening for their songs and watching for movement among the
trees, fields, and skies.

Rutas y Aventuras

https://jacklondonpark.com/rutas-y-aventuras/


RUTAS Y AVENTURAS

Mas Informacion
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October is going to be Active 

October is shaping up to be an exciting month, with three unique
programs on the calendar.

We'll kick things off with a series of hikes in collaboration with
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park. Keep an eye on the Rutas y Aventuras
page for details as we get closer to the event dates.

We're also bringing back one of our most popular programs: our
after-hours evening Bat Watch. We'll begin by exploring some of
the stories, legends, and history of the park before turning our
attention to the fascinating crepuscular residents of Sonoma
Valley.

As dusk settles in, we'll gather near the ranch's bat box to watch
hundreds of bats emerge into the evening sky on their nightly
hunt for insects. It's a remarkable sight, and after the enthusiastic
response we received last year, we knew we had to bring it back.
Join us on Friday, October 23, or Friday, October 30, the night
before Halloween, for this unforgettable autumn experience

One Last Community Day for 2026

Speaking of holidays, it’s also time for the final Rutas y Aventuras Community Day of the year! 

On Sunday, October 25, we’ll be celebrating with a Día de los Muertos theme and plenty for families to enjoy. We’ll
have crafts and activities for all ages, along with investigation stations featuring our awesome collection of animal
skulls and pelts. It’s a wonderful time of year to bring together culture, family, nature, and the changing season.
Costumes are encouraged, and of course, we’ll have candy! 

Morning hikes, birds, history, evening walks, bats, Día de los Muertos, Halloween. There’s something for
everyone this fall. So, which adventures will you choose? 

https://jacklondonpark.com/rutas-y-aventuras/


ORCHARD HARVEST 2026

2026 turned out to be another remarkable year for the Historic Orchard at Jack London Park. Planted more than
100 years ago by the Sonoma Developmental Center (then known as the Sonoma State Home), the orchards now
encompass approximately 35 acres of prune and European plum, apricot, cherry, peach, apple, pear, and quince
trees. Since 2015, Jack London Park Partners has been working to restore and revitalize this historic landscape.

In 2021, JLPP partnered with the nonprofit Farm to Pantry to ensure that fruit harvested from the orchard reaches
members of our community facing food insecurity. This year, we donated approximately 500 pounds of prune
plums and 1,500 pounds of pears, bringing the project's total contribution to nearly 17,000 pounds of fresh fruit
since the partnership began. That's the equivalent of approximately 68,000 servings of food.

This year's harvest was made possible through the efforts of our dedicated Orchard, Park, and Trail Maintenance
volunteers, along with support from our docents, Board of Directors, Charmian's Circle members, and the Rotary
Club of Sonoma Valley. Harvesting and distributing thousands of pounds of fruit would be a tremendous challenge
without the support of these volunteers. We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who lent a hand and helped
make this year's harvest such a success.

6Photos by 
Sonoma Valley Rotary



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT - KAREN REYES 

VOLUNTEER ENRICHMENT
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I love the welcoming smile from the kiosk Volunteer, watching visitors set off
for a day of adventure, and sharing the easy camaraderie of fellow volunteers.
But my favorite moments are the quiet ones—walking past the eucalyptus,
hearing woodpeckers call from the old oak tree and taking in the ruins framed
by hills and redwoods.

Working at the cottage is a joy because it brings people of all ages and
backgrounds together. My curiosity is constantly sparked. Recently, we
welcomed eight women from Kazakhstan who were studying at UC Davis.
Learning about their work, their country, and sharing our mutual enthusiasm
for Jack London was a highlight of my season.

On August 12, thirteen volunteers gathered at the Park for a special
enrichment training, The Redwood Experience, led by volunteer and
California Naturalist Laura Wagner. The day blended hiking, scientific
discovery, sensory exploration, and moments of quiet mindfulness—
offering participants a chance to connect more deeply with the
natural world.

The group made their way to the Park’s only ancient redwood, a
2,000-year-old giant standing proudly on Sonoma Mountain. Along
the moderately paced 4+ mile hike, with 620 feet of elevation gain,
volunteers paused for guided “experiences” that invited them to
engage with the forest through touch, scent, sound, and sight. These
activities helped everyone slow down, tune in, and feel the
restorative energy of the redwood ecosystem.

I was born and raised in Marin County, spent my college years in Los Angeles, and have happily settled into life in
Northern California. After retiring from inventory management in the wine industry, I now devote myself to leisurely
pastimes—and to spoiling my energetic 12-pound rescue dog, who insists on cuddles, punctual meals, and daily walks.

Fun Fact: although I eat simply and healthfully, I will absolutely go out of my way for a memorable foodie treat. Standing
in line for hours for a donut or driving an hour for the perfect loaf of bread? Completely reasonable.

The enrichment concluded with a peaceful, guided meditation beneath the redwoods, followed by a silent walk
through the fairy ring forest—an unforgettable way to end the journey.

Volunteers who participated: Sue Aiken, JoAnn Augustine, Deb Bethany, Kristi Cederborg, Katheleen Eschleman,
Rhonda Guaraglia, Lesli Lee, Jennie Mast, Tom McKenney, Eliska Meyers, Jason Oldham, Jim Shay, and Phil Spratt



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS QUILT?

Back in 2016, the Glen Ellen Village Quilters created a
stunning Jack London-themed quilt that was raffled off in
the House of Happy Walls in November commemorating
the 100th anniversary of Jack London’s death.

It was a true labor of love, and over the years we've
often wondered where this special piece found its home.

If you know who won the raffle or where the quilt
resides today, we'd love to hear its story. Sometimes the
best community treasures are the ones that reconnect us
years later. Thank you for helping us track down this
piece of Jack London Park history!

You can contact Kristi Lanusse at
klanusse@jacklondonpark.com or 707-938-5216 x7.

FROM THE VOLUNTEER COUNCIL
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Our outstanding staff is very much appreciated all year long but in a special way June 14th-20th this year. Sponsored
by the Volunteer Council on behalf of all volunteers, week long individual volunteer thanks were given special
emphasis. An extra wave, small treat, little note or extra good thoughts to let our staff know the Park and our
volunteer experience would not be the same without their positive and enthusiastic care and leadership. The week
was culminated with a ranch/cowboy themed picnic in the Oak Grove June 20th. Jeff Falconer gave the staff a
unique gift of his talent with a humorous original song celebrating their various areas of Park leadership to the tune
of “This Land Is Your Land”. Truly, the land of our Park would not be as rich without our amazing staff!

Standing: Max Psaledakis, Jen Metz, Matt
Leffert, Ciara Pegg, Susan St. Marie, Laurie

Gossy, John Engebreth, Kristi Lanusse, Kristina
Ellis, Kelsie Childs. Front: Eric Metz, Andrea Patri



MEMBERSHIP - SEPTEMBER PERK

Explore Memberships

CHARMIAN’S CIRCLE HARVEST IN THE HISTORIC ORCHARD

Jack London Park members—keep an eye on your inbox in September for a members‑only perk from our friends at
Laurel Glen Vineyards!

Not a member or need to renew? Now’s the perfect time. When you join Jack London Park Partners, you help
keep the Park thriving—protecting historic buildings, caring for 29 miles of trails, and inspiring the next
generation through hands‑on environmental education. Since we receive no tax-based funding for day-to-day
operations or management, members like you make it all possible. Plus, members enjoy exclusive invitations and
special surprises like this one.
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Jack London Park Partners recently welcomed a wonderful group of volunteers from Charmian’s Circle for a pear
harvest in the Park’s historic orchard. Together, participants enjoyed an afternoon of harvesting, learning, and
connecting while helping make good use of the orchard's abundant crop.

The event was both productive and rewarding, with volunteers harvesting an impressive 22 boxes of pears which will
be donated to a local non-rofit organization that helps feed people facing food insecurity. 

We are grateful to everyone who joined us and helped make the day so fruitful and fun. For those interested in
supporting Jack London Park Partners' education programs, we invite you to learn more about Charmian's Circle.
Membership and donation information can be found on our website.

Thank you to all who participated!

About Charmian’s
Circle 

Explore memberships

https://jacklondonpark.com/membership/
https://jacklondonpark.com/charmed-circle/
https://jacklondonpark.com/charmed-circle/
https://jacklondonpark.com/charmed-circle/


FROM THE BOOKSHOP

Shop Now
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"I, for one, never can have too many books; nor can my books cover too many subjects. I may
never read them all, but they are always there..."                                                       – Jack London

The fall season in Sonoma County is the ideal time of year to get
cozy with a new book! Visit Jack's Bookshop in the House of
Happy Walls Museum, or browse the store online, to select the
perfect story that suits your mood. If you're looking for a
maritime adventure, Jack London's The Cruise of the Snark will
transport you to the South Pacific. If you're inspired by Charmian,
her biography Charmian Kittredge London: Trailblazer, Author,
Adventurer will give you in-depth insight into her individual
achievements and the significant role she played in promoting
Jack London's legacy. Jack's Bookshop is also expanding our
selection of books for the whole family, focused on supporting
learning about and exploring the natural world. A Child's
Introduction to the Night Sky invites everyone outside to examine
the stars in the Valley of the Moon. Every purchase at Jack's
Bookshop supports the mission of the Park!

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE - OR BOAT, OR TRACTOR!

Did you know you can support Jack London Park
Partners by donating more than just cars and trucks?
Our vehicle donation program accepts a wide range of
vehicles—including farm and agricultural equipment—
making it easy to give in a way that works for you.
We gladly accept:

Cars and trucks
Motorcycles
Boats
RVs
Farm vehicles and agricultural equipment (tractors,
utility vehicles, and more)

Donating is simple: schedule a free pickup, and you’ll
receive a tax receipt once your vehicle is sold. Your
contribution helps preserve the park and bring Jack
London’s legacy to life for future generations.

Learn More

https://jacklondonpark.com/jacks-shop/all-items/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjacklondonpark.com%2Fjacks-shop%2Fall-items%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklanusse%40jacklondonpark.com%7C1a53a95261a44eb869a208df008812b2%7Cb963a8b296a34eca9c6b4367a75b9608%7C1%7C0%7C639230256700737431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VQb6YOg%2FywmDTAoMvBaqVYqBoJ3gPCBlkGgj1zxIDHA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjacklondonpark.com%2Fproduct%2Fcruise-of-the-snark%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklanusse%40jacklondonpark.com%7C1a53a95261a44eb869a208df008812b2%7Cb963a8b296a34eca9c6b4367a75b9608%7C1%7C0%7C639230256700766474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dggwwRaVZkyhd5PMw8qWK0cxprbuJKxDw2ChkasCOW4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjacklondonpark.com%2Fproduct%2Fcharmiankittredgelondontrailblazerauthoradventurer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklanusse%40jacklondonpark.com%7C1a53a95261a44eb869a208df008812b2%7Cb963a8b296a34eca9c6b4367a75b9608%7C1%7C0%7C639230256700795947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQfFOGhNb27ngF9rEDkbjn2UAtHF4y1o%2B4zp9SuKRKM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjacklondonpark.com%2Fproduct%2Fcharmiankittredgelondontrailblazerauthoradventurer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklanusse%40jacklondonpark.com%7C1a53a95261a44eb869a208df008812b2%7Cb963a8b296a34eca9c6b4367a75b9608%7C1%7C0%7C639230256700795947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQfFOGhNb27ngF9rEDkbjn2UAtHF4y1o%2B4zp9SuKRKM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjacklondonpark.com%2Fproduct%2Fa-childs-introduction-to-the-night-sky%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklanusse%40jacklondonpark.com%7C1a53a95261a44eb869a208df008812b2%7Cb963a8b296a34eca9c6b4367a75b9608%7C1%7C0%7C639230256700820407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VBM68xKiqRjtj3geZgNluRLWgYGDvYU58bkU8Ix%2BfgU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjacklondonpark.com%2Fproduct%2Fa-childs-introduction-to-the-night-sky%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cklanusse%40jacklondonpark.com%7C1a53a95261a44eb869a208df008812b2%7Cb963a8b296a34eca9c6b4367a75b9608%7C1%7C0%7C639230256700820407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VBM68xKiqRjtj3geZgNluRLWgYGDvYU58bkU8Ix%2BfgU%3D&reserved=0


LONDON LEGACY SOCIETY CONNECTION: NANCY & ROB NOVAK

Like Jack and Charmian, London Legacy Society members and annual
donors Nancy and Rob Novak share a love of adventure. In fact, they
sailed their own sailboat over 10,000 nautical miles, to many of the
same places the Londons sailed on the Snark. They have studied the
history of the Londons’ sailing adventures and given several
presentations for Park members on their own travels.

Did You Know?

A legacy gift can be one of the easiest
ways to support the park.

Include JLPP in your will or trust.
Name JLPP as a beneficiary of a
retirement account.
There is no minimum gift amount
to join the London Legacy Society.

Every legacy gift helps preserve the
park’s historic buildings, trails, natural
resources, and educational programs.

Rob was familiar with Jack as a noted author because of school reading
assignments, but they both became more deeply connected to Jack and
Charmian’s story once they started coming to the park. 

Nancy, like Charmian, is a talented pianist, and she is thrilled to play
Charmian’s piano as one of our volunteers. She also volunteers in the
bookshop and concierge booth, sharing her enthusiasm and interest
with first-time visitors as well as locals. Together Nancy and Rob enjoy
hiking on the trails and bringing out-of-town guests to the Park to
appreciate the historic buildings and Beauty Ranch.

“We love that this park is such a resource for the
community and want others to be able to discover this

magical place, even after we are gone.”
Nancy and Rob Novak, London Legacy Society Members

SAVE THE DATE

London Legacy Society Gathering
November 6, 2026 at the Lasseter Dance Hall

Current and prospective London Legacy Society members are invited to join us for an afternoon of conversation,
connection, and appreciation. Learn how legacy gifts help protect the park for future generations and celebrate
the supporters whose foresight is helping secure its future.

Nancy and Rob were among the first members of the London Legacy Society. They feel that the park is a real local
treasure and beautiful place for everyone to enjoy, and their commitment reflects a desire to ensure future
generations can discover and enjoy the park just as they have.

Preserving the park for future generations is at the heart of the London Legacy Society. Legacy giving is a simple and
powerful way to support the park’s historic buildings, trails and natural resources, and educational and community
programming. 

If you'd like to learn more about leaving a legacy gift, please contact Director of Development Angie Escudero at
aescudero@jacklondonpark.com or 707-938-5216 x103. If JLPP is already part of your estate plans, please let us
know so we can thank you and welcome you to the London Legacy Society.



OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

FROM CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS

Meet at the intersection of Harney and Railroad at 10 AM on
Saturday, September 12th and from there, we will walk up to the peak
of Lake Suttonfield where the activity will begin. You will need a
smartphone with the iNaturalist app installed (or you can use a camera
and upload it to iNaturalist on your home computer afterward). Please
wear good walking shoes/boots and bring water and snacks. We will
make observations of any plants and animals we see, including signs of
life such as nests, scat, or tracks. We also ask participants to join the
following project for this event: Find 30 Species for CA Biodiversity Day
2026 project. This can be found by clicking here. 

BioBlitz for California Biodiversity Day 2026

What is the Sonoma Developmental Center Open Space (SDCOS)? What species call it home? Let's explore together!
Come celebrate California Biodiversity Day at one of the Bay Area's newest California State Park properties. Participants
will have the opportunity to mingle with state parks staff, contribute to citizen science efforts, and help us develop a
species list for our newest property! 
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A big thank you to our community partner, Glen Ellen Village
Market, for their continued support of Jack London Park Partners!
On August 11, Store Manager Joe Pedro presented a check for
$6,100 to JLPP Board Chair Mike Benziger and Executive Director
Matt Leffert. The donation was made possible through the market's
Dine & Donate fundraiser held in May. We are grateful for this
generous contribution and the community members who helped
make it possible.

Mike Benziger, Joe Pedro, Matt Leffert

There are a couple of apps that you should add to your phone now to prepare. Watch Duty will alert you when fires
occur, how they are spreading, and whether you must evacuate.

FireSign AI will help you prepare your family, your home and defensible space BEFORE a fire, reducing the chance
that you and your family will be impacted. When you download FireSign AI on either Apple or Android, you will be
able to create a personalized readiness score with specific recommendations. It allows you to create a unique escape
plan based on your family’s needs, and a secure, encrypted document vault for critical documents, like home
inventories, insurance documents and IDs. There’s even an e-store, where you can buy customized go bags and
accessories. And it’s free for the first 60 days with no obligation.

Get Ready with Firesign.AI: smart, simple, safe protection.

WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/california-biodiversity-day-2026-sdc-open-space-bioblitz


UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

All Event Info

Saturday, September 19
5:00 - 9:00 PM
JLPP Gala-Jack’s 150 : A
Bold Wish

th

Sabado, Septiembre 5
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
Entre Bosques y Lagos

Acompáñenos en una
caminata guiada por el
bosque en español.

An opportunity to explore
every trail in the Park! 

Saturdays, September 5-
October 3
The WILD Trail Challenge

Discover the workforce
behind a healthy
landscape

Monday, September 7
9:00 - 11:30 AM
Nature at Work

Sabado!

Saturday, September 26 &
Saturday, October 10
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Plein Air Painting

In partnership with the
Sonoma Community
Center

Sunday, October 18
8:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Migrations: Birds and
Words on Oona-pa’is

Join Rebecca Lawton, long-time
guide, author, and scientist, for
a bird walk on Oona-pa’is
(Sonoma Mountain).

Part of the Triple
Watershed Series by SSU
Center for Environmental
Inquiry

Saturday, October 17
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Rocktober-The Sonoma
Creek Watershed
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photo credit: Rebecca Lawton

https://jacklondonpark.com/events/


Thank you to our generous supporters!                                                                  June - August 2026
Justin Aaron
Jill Adams-Klein
Ramtin Agah
Aleacia Alvarez
Trycel Alvarez-Pihl
American Association of University 
     Women
Susan Amkraut
Patti and Kent Anderson
Mary Beth Angin
Wayne Antol
George and Ann Arabian
Beverly Ashe
Sepha Atchison Hall
JoAnn Augustine
Tim Bailey
Gwenna Banfield
Kitt Barkley
Terri Barnett
Angela Bartlett
Gary Basile
Barbara Bazett
Rebecca Beal
Travis Beall
Randy Benefield
Micol Benet
Holly Bennett and Peter Krause
Mike and Mary Benziger
Chris and Rhonda Berger
Erran Berger
Greg Berruto
Dan and Mandy Birkbeck
Blue Shield of California
Mark Bochow
Elizabeth Hogen
Marilyn Booth
Bonnie Boren and Philip Weil
Michael Brady
Joe Brennan
Kevin and Barbara Brooks
Wendy Byrd
Melissa Cammarosano
Mark Cappelli
Karla and Timothy Carroll
Sarah Carroll
Olivia Castro
Richard Chadwin
Felicia Chan
Anne Ching and Jim Cashel
Alexa Chipman
City of Sonoma

Bonnie Clark
Janice Clausen and Michael Brenneman
Clay Foundation-West
Kenny Clayton
Martin and Kathleen Cohn
Bobbie Collins
Erin and Francis Collins
Nancy Collins
Jennifer Cordero
Christine Corr
Gina Cuclis
Lynn Curry
Tina D'Agostin
Robert David
Jody Davies and Doug McAdam
Sally and Albert Davies
Danielle Davis
Richard Davis
Frank Dean
Lynne Deegan-McGraw
David Defries
Paul Dimitre
Dagmar Dolby
Lynn Downey
Jeannie Duisenberg
Parker Duncan Diaz
Dungarvin
Kate Eagles
Douglas Eastman
Brad Egnew
Victoria Elliott
Janet Engelbrecht
Christopher Espenlaub
Mary and Bob Esposito
Robin Fautley
Julia and Steve Fenner
Colleen Ferguson
Tom Fitzgerald
Fenella Fletcher
Terry and Joyce Flynn
Irv Ford
Catherine Francis
Cheryl Franzini-Pegan
James Frederick
Olga Freed
Anne French Duffield and Peter Duffield
Opal Prince
Elizabeth Garsonnin
Margaret Gaston
Vivien Gay

Christine George
Kevin Gibbons
Lowell Gibbs
Bill and Judy Gibson
Glen Ellen Village Market
Michael and Rosie Gogna
Phyllis Goldberg
Germany Gomez
David and Cathy Good
Karla Goplen
Janet Goulson
Elizabeth Grauten
Ron Green
Elizabeth Griegio
Rhonda Guaraglia
Scott Hafner and Bill Glenn
Leigh Hall
Chris Hamzaeff
Douglas Hanford
Rachel Hankey
Hanna Center
Gioia Hansbury
Chris Hansen and Kate Hensen
Mariah Hanson
Caryl Hart
Len Haynes
Susan Hazlewood
Andrew Heffel
David Heller
Jed Hener
Beate Hepke
Herbst Foundation
Bonnie and Tom Herman
Aurea Herrick
Stacy Hering Astor
Maria Hildebrand
Kathy Hillback-Ely and George Ely
Jane Hinchman
Mark Homer and Joanne Lovitz
Kathleen Houk
Kimberly Hughes
Stewart and Jane Hume
Bryan Hunt
Brenda Hurst
Impact Assets
Tod Imperato
Carl Inglin
Marcia Irving
Chris Irwin
Jack London Yacht Club
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Jeff Jackson and Maurice Monette
Tina Jackson
Kimberly Jacobs
Karen Chadbourne and Jay Jacobson
Summer Jager
Mary Clark Janis
Eden Johnson
Douglas Johnston
Deborah Jones
Eric Joost
Nik Joshi and Molly Bode
Amy Kaiser
Lisa Kalmbach
Leslie Karath
Gloria Keith
Christine Kenaston
Stephen Kennedy
Chris Kiernan
Nancy and Kyle Kirwan
Lynda Kluck
Debra Knowles
Durs and Karen Koenig
Joan Kretlow
Anita Kuba
Betsy Kutska and Paul Genovese
Nancy Lam
Jennifer Lamb
Joan and Greg Lambert
Chris and Debbie Lammers
Denny Lane
Lasseter Family Winery
Steve and Carole Latimer
Stewart Lauterbach
Erin Lee
Adam Leonard
Sandy and Geoff Leonard
Chuck Levine and Elisa Stancil Levine
David Lightfoot
Stephanie Linder and Eamon O'Byrne
Suzan Lindsey
Linda Liscom
Chris Locke and Starr Kelton-Locke
Jim and Sharon Lynch
Joan MacDonald
Pamela MacPhee
Reed Maidenberg
Michael Mansfield
Emily and Martin Marks
Rachel Martin
Spencer Martin

  

Joe Maude
Elizabeth Mazza
Mary McAuley
Shannon and Elliott McCambridge
Brad McCarty and Chris Brown
Sari and Blake McConnell
Margaret Mcfarlin
Margaret Mcguire
Tom and Irene McHugh
Janet and Tom McKinley
Janet McLaughlin-Davis
Christopher McNairy
Christine Medeiros
Andrea Meyer
Peter Meyerhof
Kirsten Mickelwait
Afsi Moaveni
Edward Montague
Elizabeth Montgomery
Dwight Moore
Jackie Moore
James and Alyce Moore
Francine Morrissette
Carolyn Morton
Daniel Mosier
Lisa Muckle
James Munden
Theresa Murray
Joey and Lori Muscat
Lynne Myers
Peter and Arlene Narvaez
Mary Coughlin
Martha Kay Nelson
Netflix
Karin and Ken Niehoff
Michael and Jacquelyn Nilan
Mari Norman
Susan and Gary Novak
Robert Nyberg
Jim Oakley
Diane Olmstead and Matt Slepin
Denise and John Orwin
Alex Ostroumov
William Pacatte
Steve and Judy Page
Jennifer Palmer
Sara and David Pandl
Ann Paolini and David Lambert
Cynthia Papermaster
Diane Parish and Paul Gelburd

 Jon Parker and Kathy Witkowicki 
 Andrea Patri and Gardner Smith 
 James Patrick 
 Stephanie Paulson 
 Jack Pernet 
 Ellen Pescosolido 
 Paul Peterzell 
 Eric Pfeiffer and John Gilliland 
 Eileen Pharo 
 Nila Plexico 
 Sharon Ponsford 
 Vsevolod Popov 
 Susan Porth 
 Bonnie and Jeffrey Portnoy 
 Ben Prentice 
 Delgene Pufpaf 
 Stephanie Anderson Pugash 
 Bette Quinn 
 Alexis and Ben Ramey 
 Sydney and John Randazzo 
 Kathryn Mae Rasmussen Rohrman 
 Craig Ratkovich 
 Ella Raven 
 Elizabeth Ravenscroft 
 Ian Read 
 Bruce Rector 
 Randall Reed and Linda Davis-Reed 
 Patricia and Martin Regan 
 Kim Reid 
 James Resneck 
 Robert Reuther 
 Tom Ribar 
 Robert Richards 
 Mike Richardson 
 Karin and Rob Ricker 
 Barbara Ritter 
 Karen Roche and Malcolm Jones 
 Luis Rodriguez 
 Henry and Kate Rogers 
 Barbara Rognlien 
 Mary Rooney 
 Saranne Rosalsky Meyn 
 Avril and Lawrence Rowley 
 Ivan Rozek 
 Samuel Ruff 
 Mary Ellen Ruiz 
 Ed Russell 
 Kulbir Sandhu 
 Allison Sanford 
 Joseph Schadlick 
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Follow us @jacklondonpark
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Newsletter Contributors: Laurie
Armstrong Gossy, Carlos Barragán,
Kelsie Childs, Kristina Ellis, Angie
Escudero, Kristi Lanusse, Matt Leffert,
Eric Metz, Ciara Pegg, Susan St. Marie

Dorothy Schimke and Cliff Jarrard
David and Vicki Shreiner
Judy Scotchmoor
Dianne Sebastian
Matt and Brooke Sevenau
Steve and Nancy Shaffer
Michael Shane
Jim Shay and Steven Correll
Elena Shea
MaryAnn and John Shinn
Maia Silver
Amy Simmons
Jim Simmons
Jean Simpson
Rebecca and Eric Sitarchuk
Kathy Sittnick
Geoffrey Smith
Gregory Smith
Nancy Smith
Rosemary Smith
James Sowers
Richard and Laura Stanfield
Sheri Starr
Tomas Stegmann
Leah Stein
Tracy Stevens
Bill Stont

Stephanie and Gregory Stubbs
Laurel Studebaker
Suzanne Torgeson
Erika Sweet
Wendy Sylvia
Anoosheh Tarassoly
Deborah Taylor
Jen Taylor
Lisa Taylor
Joe and Eileen Tenn
Maurice Tegelaar and Tom Tepe
Lisa Thomas and Greg Englar
Addie Thorsson
Monna Throop
Chris Towt
Tri Counties Bank
Patricia Tuck
Carole Tuminello
Janet Van Ryb
Gordon and Jeanne Vap
Jennifer Venerio
Daniel Verbeck
Nancy Vytlacil
Marjorie Wagman
Jeanne Walker Harvey and Ron Bowman
Gerry and Marguerite Wallace
Judith Walsh

Jeff and Valerie Walter
Ellen Warms
Washington Open Parent Faculty Group
Martin Watkinson
Carol Waxman
Lucy Weiger and Robert Crane
Noah and Caryn Weiss
Richard Weiss and Edie Heilman
Eileen Weiswasser
Tracy Wheeler and Paul Rauschelbach
Craig White
Mike White
William Wick and Barbara Maco
William Wiley and Judy Flannery
Cathy and Chuck Williamson
Karen Wilson
Ann Winblad
Natalia Winovich
Lori and Mark Winter
Jo Wishner
Karen Wisialowski
Gwennis Wittlinger
Leslie Wolcott
Mike and Beth Yaley
Audrey Yee and Michael Steiner
Peter Young
Chris Zielewski
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	FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (Continued)
	JLPP GALA- JACK’S 150TH: A BOLD WISH IS SEPTEMBER 19

	Few
	Tickets
	Left!
	Gala Information

	ADVENTURES IN WRITING FOR 4TH & 5TH GRADERS
	Adventure Awaits—Book Your Free Fall Field Trip!

	RUTAS Y AVENTURAS
	Summer is here and Autumn is Coming
	Rutas y Aventuras

	RUTAS Y AVENTURAS
	October is going to be Active
	One Last Community Day for 2026
	Morning hikes, birds, history, evening walks, bats, Día de los Muertos, Halloween. There’s something for everyone this fall. So, which adventures will you choose?

	Mas Informacion

	ORCHARD HARVEST 2026
	VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT - KAREN REYES
	VOLUNTEER ENRICHMENT
	FROM THE VOLUNTEER COUNCIL
	Our outstanding staff is very much appreciated all year long but in a special way June 14th-20th this year. Sponsored by the Volunteer Council on behalf of all volunteers, week long individual volunteer thanks were given special emphasis. An extra wave, small treat, little note or extra good thoughts to let our staff know the Park and our volunteer experience would not be the same without their positive and enthusiastic care and leadership. The week was culminated with a ranch/cowboy themed picnic in the Oak Grove June 20th. Jeff Falconer gave the staff a unique gift of his talent with a humorous original song celebrating their various areas of Park leadership to the tune of “This Land Is Your Land”. Truly, the land of our Park would not be as rich without our amazing staff!

	HAVE YOU SEEN THIS QUILT?
	Back in 2016, the Glen Ellen Village Quilters created a stunning Jack London-themed quilt that was raffled off in the House of Happy Walls in November commemorating the 100th anniversary of Jack London’s death.
	It was a true labor of love, and over the years we've often wondered where this special piece found its home.
	If you know who won the raffle or where the quilt resides today, we'd love to hear its story. Sometimes the best community treasures are the ones that reconnect us years later. Thank you for helping us track down this piece of Jack London Park history!
	You can contact Kristi Lanusse at klanusse@jacklondonpark.com or 707-938-5216 x7.

	CHARMIAN’S CIRCLE HARVEST IN THE HISTORIC ORCHARD
	About Charmian’s Circle
	Thank you to all who participated!

	MEMBERSHIP - SEPTEMBER PERK
	Explore Memberships
	Explore memberships

	FROM THE BOOKSHOP
	"I, for one, never can have too many books; nor can my books cover too many subjects. I may never read them all, but they are always there..."                                                       – Jack London
	Shop Now

	DONATE YOUR VEHICLE - OR BOAT, OR TRACTOR!
	Learn More

	LONDON LEGACY SOCIETY CONNECTION: NANCY & ROB NOVAK
	“We love that this park is such a resource for the community and want others to be able to discover this magical place, even after we are gone.”
	Did You Know?
	SAVE THE DATE
	London Legacy Society Gathering


	OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
	A big thank you to our community partner, Glen Ellen Village Market, for their continued support of Jack London Park Partners! On August 11, Store Manager Joe Pedro presented a check for $6,100 to JLPP Board Chair Mike Benziger and Executive Director Matt Leffert. The donation was made possible through the market's Dine & Donate fundraiser held in May. We are grateful for this generous contribution and the community members who helped make it possible.

	FROM CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS
	BioBlitz for California Biodiversity Day 2026
	What is the Sonoma Developmental Center Open Space (SDCOS)? What species call it home? Let's explore together! Come celebrate California Biodiversity Day at one of the Bay Area's newest California State Park properties. Participants will have the opportunity to mingle with state parks staff, contribute to citizen science efforts, and help us develop a species list for our newest property!
	Meet at the intersection of Harney and Railroad at 10 AM on Saturday, September 12th and from there, we will walk up to the peak of Lake Suttonfield where the activity will begin. You will need a smartphone with the iNaturalist app installed (or you can use a camera and upload it to iNaturalist on your home computer afterward). Please wear good walking shoes/boots and bring water and snacks. We will make observations of any plants and animals we see, including signs of life such as nests, scat, or tracks. We also ask participants to join the following project for this event: Find 30 Species for CA Biodiversity Day 2026 project. This can be found by clicking here.


	WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS
	There are a couple of apps that you should add to your phone now to prepare. Watch Duty will alert you when fires occur, how they are spreading, and whether you must evacuate.
	FireSign AI will help you prepare your family, your home and defensible space BEFORE a fire, reducing the chance that you and your family will be impacted. When you download FireSign AI on either Apple or Android, you will be able to create a personalized readiness score with specific recommendations. It allows you to create a unique escape plan based on your family’s needs, and a secure, encrypted document vault for critical documents, like home inventories, insurance documents and IDs. There’s even an e-store, where you can buy customized go bags and accessories. And it’s free for the first 60 days with no obligation.
	Get Ready with Firesign.AI: smart, simple, safe protection.
	Plein Air Painting
	Migrations: Birds and Words on Oona-pa’is
	Rocktober-The Sonoma Creek Watershed
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