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MOON LETTER
UPCOMING EVENTS

Jack London Society Speaker Series: Jack
London and the Captains who Inspired Him
Friday, March 27  5:00 - 6:30 PM

Primavera en el Parque
Sabado, Abril 4   9:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Painting Workshop with Maria 
de los Angeles
Sunday, April 19  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Valley of the Moon Music Festival Concert
Thursday, April 30  5:00 - 6:30 PM

2026 Call of the Wild Half Marathon & 
5-Mile Run
Saturday, May 2

Call of the Wild Festival
Sunday, May 17  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

IN A LANDSCAPE: Classical Music in the
Wild™
Friday May 22 & Saturday May 23
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de los Angeles
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Valley of the Moon Music Festival Concert
Thursday, April 30  5:00 - 6:30 PM

2026 Call of the Wild Half Marathon & 
5-Mile Run
Saturday, May 2

Call of the Wild Festival
Sunday, May 17  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

IN A LANDSCAPE: Classical Music in the
Wild™
Friday May 22 & Saturday May 23

From the Executive Director

JACK LONDON PARK 

Spring 2026

Event Info

Jack London Park Partners is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Park operations are solely sustained 
by Park income, membership and philanthropy support. We receive no tax-based funding.

Donate

Newsletter Contributors: Laurie Armstrong
Gossy, Carlos Barragán, Kristina Ellis, Angie
Escudero, James Hinchman, Kristi Lanusse,
Matt Leffert, Eric Metz, Ciara Pegg, Kylee
Serrano Medina, Susan St. Marie Matt Leffert, JLPP Executive Director

On January 12th, we celebrated the 150th anniversary of Jack London’s
birthday by offering free admission to the Park. It was the second
busiest day of the year, second only to Martin Luther King Day. The
150th anniversary of Jack London’s birth is more than a milestone—it is
a remarkable reminder of the enduring relevance of the impact of his
writing, adventures and vision for sustainable farming. Here at the Park,
this anniversary offers us an opportunity to celebrate him as pioneering
agriculturalist, environmental thinker, and social critic. His legacy lives
on in this beautiful landscape he cherished and helped shape, offering
visitors a living connection to his ideas about resilience and our
relationship with the natural world.

For Jack London Park Partners, this anniversary is both a celebration
and a call to all to renew their connection to the Park or experience it
for the first time. It underscores the importance of preserving and
sharing this extraordinary place so future generations can engage with
London’s story in meaningful ways. Through exciting programs, Call of
the Wild day in May, and educational lectures at the park, we honor his
legacy by promoting curiosity, creativity, and a deeper appreciation for
the land. Marking 150 years of Jack London reminds us why this Park
matters—not just as a historic site, but as a source of inspiration for all
who visit. Come join us soon! We’ll be celebrating all year long.

And, as always, if you have any comments, suggestions or questions,
please send me an email at mleffert@jacklondonpark.com.

See you out in the Park!

https://jacklondonpark.com/
https://jacklondonpark.com/donate-to-the-park/
https://jacklondonpark.com/events/
mailto:mleffert@jacklondonpark.com


JLPP 2025 GRATITUDE REPORT

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT-HOUSE OF HAPPY WALLS
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Jack London Park Partners is proud to share our 2025 Gratitude Report.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to our donors, members, visitors, and
volunteers. Your ongoing support makes our work possible, and we are truly
grateful for your commitment to our mission.

Read the Report

On April 30, Jack London Park Partners is excited to
welcome the Valley of the Moon Music Festival,
Sonoma’s premier chamber music festival. Whether
you’re a devoted listener or simply looking for a one-of-
a-kind experience, this concert in the House of Happy
Walls Museum brings extraordinary musicians together
for chamber music in an intimate setting. 

The concert will feature works by Antonín Dvořák,
performed by Valley of the Moon Music Festival
Directors: cellist, Tanya Tomkins, and pianist, Eric
Zivian, alongside critically acclaimed violinist Tien-Hsin
Cindy Wu.

All proceeds benefit JLPP’s Charmian’s Circle which
supports the Jack London Park Partners Education
Programs.

Buy Tickets

https://jacklondonpark.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Gratitude-Report-2025-FINAL-for-digital.pdf
https://jacklondonpark.com/events/valley-of-the-moon-music-festival-concert/


SPRING PROGRAMMING AT THE PARK
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As we move from winter into spring, Jack London Park Partners is looking forward to a new season of programs
and offerings at Jack London State Historic Park. With opportunities to explore the trails, learn about the Park’s
natural beauty, and gather with the community, there is plenty to look forward to in the months ahead.

To kick off the season, visitors can follow the Park’s social media
to discover the beautiful wildflowers and blooms throughout
the Park. This series was created thanks to the dedication of a
JLPP volunteer and naturalist, whose time on the trails and
deep knowledge of local flora brought the project to life. These
informative posts make it easy for visitors to identify and
appreciate the stunning wildflowers that brighten the Park’s
landscapes throughout the year.

For those eager to explore the trails at a faster pace, the Park
will also host its first-ever trail running event, organized by
Enviro-Sports. Participants can choose between a half
marathon and a 5-mile run, with both routes starting and
finishing in Beauty Ranch. The course winds through oak
woodlands, redwood groves, and the scenic slopes of Sonoma
Mountain, offering runners a chance to challenge themselves
while experiencing the landscapes London loved.

Whether you’re looking for nature, fitness, or community fun, Jack London Park Partners has a great
lineup of ways to enjoy the Park this spring.

For a day of community celebration, visitors are invited to the
Park’s annual Call of the Wild Festival, taking place Sunday, May
17 at Beauty Ranch. This FREE family-friendly event features live
music, great food, and a variety of activities for all ages. It’s a
wonderful opportunity to enjoy the Park in spring and connect
with the community.

https://jacklondonpark.com/events/call-of-the-wild-enviro-sports/


VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT - TOM HAYCOCK

JLSHP VOLUNTEERS CELEBRATE JACK’S 150  BIRTHDAYTH
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I work in the kiosk every week, and I really enjoy getting to know the amazing staff
and volunteers—both professionally and personally. I also love greeting guests and
helping them get familiar with the park’s layout and history.

My second assignment is driving the golf cart once a month, and I think that might
be my favorite. It gives me more time to chat with visitors and hear their stories.

One of my most memorable days driving visitors in the cart happened recently. It
was freezing, and I’d been taking my gloves off and on all day as I drove around the
park. When my shift ended, I pulled my gloves off and realized my wedding ring was
gone. I couldn’t believe it. The next morning, Susan called to tell me someone had 

 found it and turned it in. I was blown away—and so grateful.

I grew up in a big family on the San Francisco Peninsula and survived both Catholic elementary school and high
school. After graduating college in Santa Barbara, I began a rather nomadic career in law enforcement that took me
to Sacramento, Oakland, and eventually the Washington, D.C. area. When I retired, my wife and I moved to
Oakmont, and we love it here.

I think I’m getting pretty good at retirement, though I still take the occasional substitute teaching job in Santa Rosa.

Tom has been a valued Park Volunteer for 4 ½ years

On January 11, the Jack London Saloon—surely the most fitting place imaginable—was filled with the energy of fifty
devoted volunteers who gathered to raise a glass in honor of Jack London’s 150th birthday. Laughter, stories, and
admiration for London’s legacy rippled through the room as Lou Leal, Kathy Hillback-Ely, Matt Leffert, and JoAnn
Augustine offered heartfelt tributes that brought his spirit vividly to life.

The Saloon generously opened its banquet space for the occasion, and Rosemary Petersen added a sweet flourish
by donating a beautiful birthday cake that became a centerpiece of the celebration. Behind the scenes, Bob Reuther
and Rosemary Petersen orchestrated the event with care, creating an evening that felt both joyful and deeply
rooted in community.



JLSHP VOLUNTEER COUNCIL
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Meet Your 2026 Volunteer Council Officers and Members

Officers
· Mary Fox – Chairperson
· Sue Bello – Vice Chairperson
· Jim Minton – Secretary
· Bill Gibson – Project Coordinator
Members: Sharon Dankworth, Kathy Hillback-Ely, Kate Johnston, Lou Leal, Bern Lefson, Joyce Miller, Rosemary
Petersen, Bob Reuther

What does the Volunteer Council do?
The Volunteer Council plays an important advisory role in supporting the Volunteer Program. Its members
provide leadership, coordination, and guidance to the Volunteer Manager, helping ensure the program runs
smoothly and continues to thrive.
The Council also contributes to creating a positive, supportive environment for all volunteers by helping to
address questions, concerns, and issues that may arise.

Key Areas of Focus
The Council offers input and ideas to 
strengthen and enhance:
1. Interpretive programs
2. Training programs
3. Enrichment activities
4. Recognition and social events

L-R Kathy Hillback-Ely, Bill Gibson, Jim Minton, Rosemary Petersen, Bern Lefson,
Kate Johnston, Mary Fox, Joyce Miller, Bob Reuther, Sharon Dankworth, Lou Leal.
Not shown: Sue Bello



TRAP TRAIL TEMPORARY BRIDGE

FROM THE BOOKSHOP
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Starting at the Historic Orchard and climbing all the way to the Sonoma Ridge Trail, Trap Trail is a beautiful and
challenging multi-use trail that traverses through redwood and fir forests, along beautiful streams and past
amazing vistas. However, for many years access has been limited due to a washout of the trail at Mill Creek. Issues
at this creek crossing started during severe storms in the mid 2000’s, and several repair attempts over the years
failed in following storms. JLPP has been working with California State Parks on a permanent solution to the
problem (which likely will come with a much needed trail restoration), but in the meantime we have found a
temporary solution to re-open access to horses and emergency/maintenance off road vehicles.

An equestrian/pedestrian bridge was recently removed from a trail in Annadel (replaced by a vehicle bridge) and
State Parks let us borrow the bridge for Trap Trail until a permanent solution can be found. This bridge will greatly
improve our ability to maintain the trail, help with emergency access and eliminates a dangerous and challenging
creek crossing at the old washout. A very special thanks to Mike Nelson, the Road and Trails Chief of the State
Parks Bay Area District, along with other district staff for lending us the bridge, and to Nils Derickson, retired
CALFIRE equipment operator, for helping us transport and place the bridge over the creek. We look forward to
seeing everyone out on the trail!

Don't let mosquito season keep you trapped indoors!
There’s no better place to answer that call of the wild and
pull of fresh air than Jack London State Historic Park. Instead
of swatting away the season from your couch, step outside
and experience the beauty, history, and adventure waiting
just beyond your door. Just make sure to stop by the
bookshop and pick up your bug spray (or your own friendly
mosquito).

Shop Now

https://jacklondonpark.com/jacks-shop/all-items/


RUTAS Y AVENTURAS
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A Tour of the Historical Homes and a glimpse of the Casa de Lobo   

We’ve kicked the year off with two introspective walks among the historical homes of the Londons. And even though
these were the coldest months of the year, over 30 participants signed up! 

January began with a 2 ½ hour guided tour of both the House of Happy Walls and the London’s Cottage, called “Una
Ruta por los Museos”. Participants were able to get a fully interpretive walkthrough of each of the buildings and their
respective artifacts, completely in Spanish. The tour revolved around Jack’s life as an adventurer, a writer, and a
farmer. Charmian and Jack’s relationship was a running theme throughout, with Charmian’s own life and
accomplishments being given the spotlight in the House of Happy Walls. Overall, our participants left with a colorful
picture of Jack and Charmian’s life that unwittingly prepared them for February’s “Caminata por la Mañana”. 

Continuing along the thread of historic homes in the park, February’s program focused on the most enigmatic
structure, la Casa de Lobo (the Wolf House). As we walked, we reviewed the main talking points of Jack’s life with
those that had joined us in January and used those conversations to set a foundational understanding of the Londons’
life for our first time visitors. The reveal of the Wolf House is always an amazing experience for our guests, made even
better by the fresh new overlook which our outstanding operations team spent all of January renewing. 

With winter in full swing, we were lucky enough to pick a dry day between the rainstorms for both of these programs.
The weather allowed us to talk about how water travels from the creeks on Sonoma Mountain to eventually empty
into San Pablo Bay via Sonoma Creek.

Rutas y Aventuras is pausing during the month of March to focus the interpretive team’s energy on our 7th grade
Education Program. We look forward to welcoming our Spanish speaking community back in April with a day full of
history, nature, and food followed by a multi-day program in collaboration with Sugarloaf Ridge State Park! More
details will become available as the date gets closer. 

Stay connected through the Rutas y Aventuras page for updates. ¡Nos vemos pronto! 

Jack London Park members—keep an eye on your inbox April 1 for a members‑only perk from our friends at
Laurel Glen Winery. Trust us, it’s worth the wait.

Not a member (or need to renew)? Now’s the perfect time. When you join Jack London Park Partners, you help
keep the Park thriving—protecting historic buildings, caring for 29 miles of trails, and inspiring the next
generation through hands‑on environmental education. Since we receive no tax-based funding for day-to-day
operations or management, members like you make it all possible. Plus, members enjoy exclusive invitations
and special surprises like this one.

Join or renew today—and be part of something wild,
beautiful, and meaningful. 

 

MEMBERSHIP - SPECIAL PERK COMING SOON!

Explore Memberships

https://jacklondonpark.com/rutas-y-aventuras/
https://jacklondonpark.com/membership/


CHARMIAN’S CIRCLE - AN INTIMATE AFFAIR AT THE SEBASTIANI THEATRE

2026 YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST
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On February 12, 250 guests gathered at Sonoma’s historic
Sebastiani Theatre for An Intimate Affair, a romantic evening
celebrating the love story of Jack and Charmian London.
Presented by Charmian’s Circle, the event raised more than
$12,000 to support Jack London Park Partners’ educational
programs for local students.

Sonoma‑based writer and performer Lynne Lancaster
portrayed Charmian London, sharing the story of her marriage
and deep bond with the famed author. JLPP board member
Chuck Levine appeared as Jack London, with the pair reading
letters, diary entries, and literary passages that revealed the
passion between the soul mates. Pianist George Mieling and
fourth‑generation jazz vocalist Josh Little performed love
songs of the era throughout the program.

Red and white wines were generously provided by event
sponsor Lasseter Family Winery. Charmian’s Circle is
co‑chaired by Diana Bugg and Laura Stanfield, with committee
members Sandy Leonard, Barbara Morrison, and Elisa Stancil
Levine.

Barbara Morrison, Josh Little, George Mieling,
Lynne Lancaster, Chuck Levine

The spirit of storytelling is alive and well this spring as we celebrate the
enduring literary legacy of Jack London. Born 150 years ago, London
lived just 40 short years but produced more than 50 novels and story
collections that captivated readers around the world. In honor of his
mastery of the short story, our annual Young Writers contest for
middle school students invites the next generation of storytellers to
craft original works of short fiction of their own. Submissions for this
year are open now through 11:59 PM on March 31, and we’re eager
to see what imaginative voices emerge this year. For details and rules,
click the button below.

Enter Here

https://jacklondonpark.com/annual-young-writers-contest/


UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

All Event Info

Sunday, April 19
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Painting Workshop with
Maria De Los Angeles

Friday, March 27
5:00 - 6:30 PM
Jack London and the
Captains That Inspired Him

The first in our Jack
London Society speaker
series.

Caminata, Busqueda de
huevos de Pascua, y Comida!

Saturday, May 2
Call of the Wild Half
Marathon & 5-Mile race

The Park’s first-ever running
event, organized by Enviro-
Sports

Chamber music trio at the
House of Happy Walls.

Thursday, April 30
5:00 - 6:30 PM
Valley of the Moon Music
Festival Concert
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Sunday, May 17
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Call of the Wild Festival

Friday, May 22 & 
Saturday, May 23
5:00 - 6:30 PM
IN A LANDSCAPE: Classical
Music in the Wild™

A FREE, family-friendly
event

With classical pianist
Hunter Noack

Saturday, June 6
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Creative Photography
Workshop

Unlocking the power of
your iPhone camera

Sabado, Abril 4
9:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Primavera en el Parque

Immerse yourself in a day of
art with a renowned artist.

https://jacklondonpark.com/events/
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Follow us @jacklondonpark
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